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Ann Converse Shelly (PhD from Michigan State University, 1973) is Professor Emerita of Edu-

cational Foundations at College of Education, Ashland University, Ohio. She is a specialist 
in teacher education, educational curricula, assessment, and status in the classroom. 

Szymon Czarnik received his PhD from the Jagiellonian University (2007). He has since then 
been working as an assistant professor for the Institute of Sociology at that university. 
His PhD thesis, which was based on an experimental study of redistributive behaviour, as 
well as earlier publications reveal the author’s interest in game theory. The areas of his 
later research activity include methods of social research, statistical data analysis, and 
social aspects of the labour market. In 2010–2015 he was a core member of the research 
team conducting the Study of Human Capital in Poland.

Iza Desperak (PhD from the University of Lodz, 2000) is a sociologist specializing in qualita-
tive research. She works for the Chair of Sociology of Politics and Morality at the Institute 
of Sociology at the University of Lodz. Her interests focus on social inequalities, the role 
of stereotypes, and various dilemmas met in research work, from gender identification 
of interviewees to ethical responsibility of social auditioning.

Martha Foschi is Professor Emerita at the University of British Columbia, Canada. After ma-
joring in philosophy at the University of Buenos Aires and completing a PhD in sociology 
at Stanford University, she joined the faculty of UBC’s Department of Sociology in 1967. 
Her achievements in the areas of group processes, theory construction, and experimen-
tal research have been recognized by her Department, which in 2014 established the 
Martha Foschi Award for Excellence in Research and Teaching, to be conferred bi-annu-
ally to a UBC faculty member. Her most recent publication reporting on experimental 
work is: Foschi M., Valenzuela J. (2015) Choosing Between Two Semi-Finalists: On Aca-
demic Performance Gap, Sex Category, and Decision Question. Social Science Research.

Zbigniew Karpiński is an assistant professor at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology 
at the Polish Academy of Sciences where he completed postgraduate studies (following 
his MA in sociology from the Jagiellonian University) with a PhD in sociology (2008). 
His most recent publications focus on trust and cooperation, mathematical and statis-
tical modelling of tie formation processes, perceptions of distributions of earnings, and 
status and legitimacy processes. His research papers appeared in Sociological Theory, 
International Journal of Sociology, ASK (Polish journal specialising in publishing articles 
in methods of social research), and other journals.

Marcel Kotkowski graduated from the Jagiellonian University with an MA in sociology 
(2012). He is currently a PhD student affiliated with the Institute of Sociology at that 
university. His interests include human-technology interaction, kinetic typography, and 
design.



Jane Sell (PhD from Washington State University, 1979) is a Professor and Department Head 
at the Department of Sociology, Texas A&M University. In her recent publications, she 
has combined her competence in experimental method and the perspective of struc-
tural social psychology with an interest in studying how gender differences affect social 
interaction.

Robert K. Shelly (PhD from Michigan State University, 1972) is Professor Emeritus at the De-
partment of Sociology and Anthropology, Ohio University. His areas of expertise include 
social psychology, group processes, and mathematical models.

Tadeusz Sozański received his PhD in sociology from the Jagiellonian University in 1982 and 
since then he has worked for that university until 2006, when he became affiliated with 
the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at Pedagogical University of Cracow. Through-
out his academic career, his research interests focused on the use of mathematics in the 
social sciences (his two most recent articles of importance in this area are: The Concep-
tion of Blocking Power as a Key to the Understanding of the History of Designing Voting 
Systems for the EU Council. Decyzje, 2014; On the Core of Characteristic Function Games 
Associated with Exchange Networks. Social Networks, 2006). However, his habilitation 
book (Społeczne i wspólne. Studium socjologiczno-filologiczne, 2013, in Polish; English 
title: ‘The Social and the Common. A Sociologico-Philological Study’) is the product of the 
author’s excursion into pure humanities.

Murray Webster, Jr. (PhD from Stanford University, 1968) is a Professor of Sociology at the 
Department of Sociology, University of North Carolina at Charlotte. He is known for his 
expertise in mathematical sociology, quantitative methods, social psychology, social the-
ory, and methodology of experimenting. He co-edited (with Jane Sell) Laboratory Ex-
periments in the Social Sciences (2007, 2nd edition 2014). Webster is the 2015 winner 
of the Cooley-Mead Award for Distinguished Scholarship given annually by the Social 
Psychology Section of the American Sociological Association.
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ogy (2005), all from the Jagiellonian University. She is currently an assistant professor 
at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the Polish Academy of Sciences, and a re-
search fellow at the Albert Shanker Institute, Washington, D.C., USA. In 2012‒2015 she 
served as a member of the Migration Policy Expert Team at the Chancellery of the Pres-
ident of Poland. Her research interests include status and legitimacy processes, social 
stratification, international migration, and discrimination. She is the author of a number 
of discrimination studies using situation testing and laboratory experiments in Poland, 
as well as studies on immigrant flows to Poland and the immigrant situation therein.

Authors of book reviews and reports/Autorzy recenzji i sprawozdań
Anna Karnat-Napieracz (PhD in sociology from the Jagiellonian University, 2007) is an as-

sistant professor at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the Pedagogical Uni-
versity of Cracow. She specializes in analysing contemporary sociological theories, her 
recent research interests being focused on the role of individual and collective identity 
in the postmodern era. These issues are dealt with in her monograph (Tożsamość, czyli 
świadomość redivivus, 2009, in Polish) on the revival of the concept of ‘consciousness’ in 
contemporary social thought.

Małgorzata Krywult-Albańska graduated (2001) from the Jagiellonian University with an 
MA in sociology and received her PhD in 2009 from the same university. She is an assis-
tant professor at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the Pedagogical University 



of Cracow. Her scholarly interests include population studies, migrations, environmental 
studies, and methods of social research. 

Grzegorz Kubiński (PhD in sociology from the Jagiellonian University, 2005) is an assistant 
professor at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology at the Pedagogical University of 
Cracow. His recent scholarly interests focus on sociology of religion, sociology of body 
and cultural studies. He published the following monographs (in Polish): Narodziny pod-
miotu wirtualnego (2008), Alain Badiou. Ontologia mnogości (2010), Figury i wydarze-
nia. Agamben, Badiou, Negri (2011).

Justyna Tomczyk graduated from the University of Silesia in Katowice with MAs in sociology 
(2009) and Polish philology (2007). She received her PhD in sociology from the Univer-
sity of Wrocław in 2013 and joined the faculty of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociol-
ogy at the Pedagogical University of Cracow in 2015. She is interested in the sociology of 
social problems, sociology of politics, and social communication.


